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It is our great honor and pleasure to host the 55th Symposium of the International Association for
Vegetation Science (IAVS2012) in Mokpo, Jeollanam-do Province, Korea, to be held 23 - 28 July,
2012.

The main theme of IAVS 2012 will be Climate Change and Vegetation Science , although papers on
all aspects of vegetation science will be welcome. There will be sessions that address new theory,
methodology and application of vegetation ecology at a range of spatial and temporal scales. A
particular focus will be vegetation diversity and dynamics in natural and cultural landscapes of
coastal-island regions in the context of global climate change.

We are confident that every participant s intellectual pursuits will be fully satisfied with the scientific
program, field excursions and social events that we are planning.

Jeollanam-do Province is located in the southwestern part of the Korean peninsula, a region
renowned for its natural beauty and diverse ecosystems, including extensive tidal flats and offshore
islands. It is also a region rich in Korean traditions and customs such as the local cuisine, Pansori
(traditional Korean opera), and slow life.

Jong-Won KIM

Co-chairman, Organizing Committee of
IAVS2012
Director, Korea Institute for
Ecosystem Management(KIEM), 
Keimyung University, Korea 

Sun-Kee HONG 

Chairman, Organizing Committee of
IAVS2012
Vice-President, Ecological Society of Korea 

Welcome Message
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Jeollanam-do is located in the southwestern part of the Korean
Peninsula and is the center of tourism for this region.  It has a stunning
natural landscape including 2,000 offshore islands along a 6,400km
coast. Within Korea it is referred to as a natural museum because of
the wide range of natural areas and examples of cultural heritage that
have been preserved. 

This region contains many important sites typifying warm temperate
vegetation in both island and coastal regions. Of special note is the
UNESCO Shinan Dadohae Biosphere Reserve, which supports a range
of environmental gradients and vegetation types including evergreen coniferous forest, temperate evergreen broadleaf
forests, dunes and tidal flats. 

Jeollanam-do is also famous for its well-preserved cultural heritage such as the Unlimsanbang , the studio of the artist
Huh You who lived during the Chosun Dynasty (the name Ullimsanbang means forest of mist , inspired by the
surrounding misty landscape), and Nakahn Fortress Town which shows the life style of the Chosun Dynasty.

Hyundai Hotel Mokpo ★★★★★
Newly constructed, the Hotel Hyundai Mokpo is located near the entrance of the Kumho
tide embankment in Youngam-gun. Due to the unique location and scenic view, it is an
ideal venue for the IAVS 2012.

�Address: 1237-6 Sampo-ri, Samho-eup, Youngam-gun, Jeollanam-do
�Website: www.hyundaihotel.com/mokpo/default.html �Phone: +82-61-463-2233

Date 23~28 July, 2012
Venue Hyundai Hotel Mokpo, Korea
Main Theme Climate Change and Vegetation Science
Excursion Theme Ecological and Cultural Diversity from Islands to High Mountains
Pre-Symposium Excursions 17~22 July, 2012
Post-Symposium Excursions 28 July ~ 5 August, 2012
Official Website www.iavs2012.org
Official Language English 

The 55th Symposium of the

International Association for Vegetation Science

General Information

Venue

Online abstract submission open 1 January, 2012 

Deadline for submission of special session proposals 4 January, 2012

Deadline for submission of abstracts 31 March, 2012 

Notification of acceptance of abstract 30 April, 2012 

Deadline for early registration with reduced fee 15 May, 2012 

Deadline for hotel reservation  31 May, 2012

Important Dates



The IAVS 2012 program will be structured around sessions for oral and poster presentations and workshops.  The
primary theme will be Climate Change and Vegetation Science , but other topics in vegetation science, plant ecology
and plant geography will also be considered. 

We cordially invite you to submit an abstract for an oral or poster presentation, preferably related to one of the topics
listed below. 

The second circular will contain more detail on the topics of the symposium and the online abstract submission process.
For further information, please contact the secretariat at secretariat@iavs2012.org

Suggested topics for organized sessions and abstracts.

�Anthropogenic vegetation
�Biogeochemistry perspectives in vegetation science
�Conservation of plant communities and habitats
�Ethnoecology: Traditional ecological knowledge in vegetation use 
�Experimental vegetation science for restoration 
�Landscape ecological analysis and vegetation dynamics
�Management of invasive species 
�Monitoring and analysis of vegetation communities
�Ecology of pine forests 
�Pattern and process of coastal-island vegetation
�Plant-animal interactions as drivers of vegetation 
�Plant phenology 
�Vegetation and biodiversity in cultural landscapes
�Vegetation classification and mapping
�Vegetation response to climate change: past and future
�Paleovegetation history

03

The 55th Symposium of the

International Association for Vegetation Science

Scientific Program 



The 55th Symposium of the

International Association for Vegetation Science

We invite you to submit proposals for special organized sessions preferably related to the main theme of the
Symposium, but any timely subject of broad interest for vegetation scientists will be considered.

The special session will have individual talks of 15 to 30 minutes in length at the discretion of the session organizer, and
will run for a maximum of 3 1/2 hours. Time for synthesis, summary and discussion is strongly encouraged. Proposals
for workshops will also be considered.

Please use the submission form that will be available on the IAVS 2012 website (www.iavs2012.org) by 15 October,
2011. Proposals for special sessions must be received on or before 04 January, 2012.

The proposal should include a short (400 words) description and justification, including title, objectives and structure of
the session. It should also include a list of expected oral contributions.

All proposals will be reviewed by members of the Scientific Advisory Committee of IAVS and may be accepted or
declined.

Proposals from IAVS working groups and sections will be given special consideration. Those endorsed by organizations
including ecological societies, nongovernmental organizations and governmental agencies will also be given special
consideration.

Notifications of acceptance or rejection of proposals will be issued by 31st January, 2012. If the proposal is accepted,
each participant in the special session must personally register and submit an abstract of his/her presentation via the
symposium website by 31st March 2012.

Call for Special Session Proposals

04



The 55th Symposium of the

International Association for Vegetation Science

Surveys of Korean flora have identified more than 4,500 species on the peninsula, of which more than 500 are endemic.
Biotic provinces of the southern peninsula are commonly divided between warm-temperate and cool-temperate zones.
The warm-temperate zone horizontally prevails over the southern coast and islands, including Jejudo Island. It is largely
typified by broad-leaved evergreens.

The cool-temperate zone, which is subdivided into three subzones, namely southern/submontane (SOSU),
central/montane (CEMO), and northern/altimontane (NOAL), covers the great majority of the peninsula, aside from the
southern coast and high mountains. The cool-temperate SOSU subzone is co-dominated by the red pine and various
broad-leaved deciduous trees, whereas the CEMO subzone is dominated by summer-green oaks. The vegetation of the
NOAL subzone is characterized by five-leaved Korean pine and Mongolian oak. The subalpine vegetation is found along
the peninsula’s northern fringe and in the high mountains, including the upper reaches of Hallasan National Park on
Jejudo Island. Major evergreen conifers in this area include several firs including endemic Abies koreana. Much of this
vegetation is shared with Manchuria mixed forests.

During pre-symposium excursions, the ecological characteristics of temperate deciduous forest will be explored. On-site visits
will be made to the protected forests of the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve areas, such as Gwangneung and Mt. Seorak
National Park, Ulleungdo Island s unusual vegetation and coastal vegetation of the West Sea.

Post-symposium excursions will vist representative examples of Korea’s evergreen broad-leaved forest areas such as
Dadohae, Jejudo Island together with Jindo Island which are regarded as having the best preserved natural coastal
vegetation in Korea. Additionally, participants will be given the opportunity to explore Korea’s potential natural
vegetation, relic forest and traditional rural forest.

Mid-symposium excursions have been planned to visit Korea’s most representative eco-regions in Jeollanam-do Province
to look at its natural and cultural landscapes, and to gain a feeling of a harmonious living combination of man and nature.

Pre-Symposium Excursions: Pattern and process of deciduous broad-leaved forests

1. Endemism and uniqueness of Vegetation in the very remote and isolated Island of Ulleung-do, and Vegetation of Upo
Wetland of Ramsar Convention Site (5 days):
(1) Endemic beech forest, relic forest of Tsuga sieboldii, remnant elements of subalpine vegetation, pseudoclimax of

Juniperus chinensis phytocoenosen, etc.
(2) How to establish ecosystem management of Ulleung-do Island?
(3) Vegetation peculiarity and dynamics of Upo cultural wetland:  Diversity and sex ratio of willows, greatly-flourishing

Euryale ferox population, and tussock-like Carex dimorpholepis.

2. Temperate Deciduous Forests in Mountainous Areas (including Gwangneung and Mt. Seorak UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve areas), Forest-fire Site and Demilitarized Zone (5 days):
(1) Typical cool-temperate deciduous forests representative of mid-regions of the Korean Peninsula.
(2) The over 500-years old Gwangneung Royal Forest.
(3) Landscape of pine forests maintained by human-induced forest fires.
(4) Vegetation dynamics of the Demilitarized Zone after 60 years of neglect.
(5) Meta-population consequences of the division between North and South Korea.

3. Halophyte Communities in Coastal Ecosystems of the Western Part of the Korean Peninsula (5 days):
(1) Vegetation and flora of a world-renown tidal flat landscape.
(2) Protection, preservation and restoration activities.
(3) Natural vegetation of coastal ecosystems.
(4) Ecological parks.

Excursions
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Mid-Symposium Excursions: Vegetation in culture and harmonious life with nature

Six options with different landscapes and vegetation types in combination with cultural aspects of Jeollanam-do
Province:
�Course 1: Evergreen broad-leaved forest on Jindo Island and at Ullimsanbang .
�Course 2: Evergreen-deciduous mixed forest near Hyangilam Temple (including Yeosu EXPO 2012).
�Course 3: Wetland ecosystem and coastal vegetation of Suncheon Bay (including Naganeupseong Folk Village,

temple forest of Songgwangsa, bird watching).
�Course 4: Mt. Wolchulsan National Park and old traditional village (Gurim Maeul, Dogapsa Temple) and Mokpo City.
�Course 5: Jeungdo Island of UNESCO Shinan Dadohae Biosphere Reserve and Slow City (Ramsar mud flat, Jeungdo

salt fields, Ujeon beach and halophyte community).
�Course 6: Deciduous broad-leaved forest in Mt. Jirisan National Park (Temple forest of Hwaeomsa).

Post-Symposium Excursions: Plant geography of evergreen forest, potential natural
vegetation and cultural heritages

1. Expansion of the Evergreen Broad-leaved Forest Zone in response to Climate Change (Archipelagos of UNESCO
Shinan Dadohae Biosphere Reserve, Jindo Island and Jejudo Island) (7 days):
(1) Korean Relic Forests, the most  unbroken potential vegetation on the developed region.
(2) Geological formation of rias coast and unique characteristics of vegetation types in a island-coastal region.
(3) Traditional ecological knowledge of vegetation and culture in islanders.
(4) Vegetation dynamics of evergreen broad-leaved forest under global warming.

2. Potential Natural Vegetations, Historical Relic Forests, and Traditional Villages (Buddhist temple forests, Feng-
shui(Geomancy) forests, Vegetation of the oldest earthen ramparts, Synanthrophic vegetation nearby traditional
village, Vegetation and geography of Neolithic engravings) (6 days):
(1) Korean Relic Forests, the most unbroken potential vegetation of the developed region.
(2) Role of Confucianism in preserving the capacity of nature.
(3) Forest restoration buffering capacity of nature under global warming and urbanization.
(4) Distinctive Korean traditional landscape.

Detailed information and the costs of excursions (transportation, accommodation and meals) will be updated via the
official website (www.iavs2012.org).
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Category
Early Registration Late Registration

(Until May 15, 2012) ( After May 15)

IAVS Members 350 USD 450 USD

Non-IAVS Members 450 USD 550 USD

Students 200 USD 300 USD

Accompanying Person 200 USD 200 USD

For registration for the IAVS 2012, please access the website www.iavs2012.org.

* Registration Fee covers lunches and coffee breaks, the welcome reception, a Mid-Symposium excursion, the abstract
book, and a free shuttle service between official hotel and symposium venue. It does not include the symposium
dinner, other dinners or the hotel accommodation costs.

Accompanying person fees cover the social events of the symposium (welcome reception, symposium dinner), and a
free shuttle service between official hotel and symposium venue.

The local organizing committee of IAVS2012 is pleased to offer accommodation with discounted rates at the venue,
Hyundai Hotel Mokpo, as well as other official hotels located 20~30 minutes. by shuttle from the venue. A free shuttle
bus will be provided between these hotels and the venue and you can make a reservation via the symposium website.

Hotel Class Website
Room Rate Distance

(Range) from the venue

Hyundai Hotel Mokpo ★★★★★ www.hyundaihotel.com/mokpo/default.html 160~180 USD Venue

Shangria Beach Hotel ★★★ www.shangriahotel.co.kr/eng 111~130 USD 20 min.

Shinan Beach Hotel ★★★ www.shinanbeachhotel.com 74~102 USD 30 min.

Registration

Accommodation
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Transportation
The closest international airport is Muan International
Airport (MWX), which is located 50 minutes. from the
venue. Two flights operate from Beijing and Shanghai in
China.
Most foreign participants will reach Korea via Incheon
International Airport (ICN) or Gimpo International Airport
(GMP), which are 4~5 hours drive from Mokpo.
We recommend you take the airport limousine bus to
Mokpo, the express bus from Seoul Express Bus
Terminal (Honam Line), or the KTX (express train) from
Yongsan Station. A pick-up service from Incheon
International airport connecting to the conference venue
will be available by advance reservation.

Visa
All foreign visitors entering Korea must possess a valid passport. Participants, except those from countries who have
visa exemption agreements with Korea, should apply to a Korean diplomatic mission in their countries for visas prior to
departure. For details, you are advised to contact the Korean Embassy in your country, or view the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade website at http://www.mofat.go.kr/english/main/index.jsp

Travel Information
You can find additional travel information about Korea at http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/index.kto

Travel Information



Joon-Yung PARK, Governor of Jeollanam-do Province (Korea)
Presidents Seok-Kyu KO, President of Mokpo National University (Korea)

Kee-Ryong CHOI, President of the Ecological Society of Korea

Chairman Sun-Kee HONG, Vice-President of Ecological Society of Korea

Jong-Won KIM, Professor of Keimyung University (Korea)
Co-Chairmen Bong-Yong KANG, Director of Institution for Marine and Island Cultures,

Mokpo National University (Korea)

Chairman: Byung-Sun IHM
Eun-Shik KIM Gea-Jae JOO Youngbae SUH

National Advisers Young-Mook LIM Yong-Hak KIM Joon-Hwan SHIN
Chung-Il CHOI Ji-Hong KIM Dong-Won SHIN
Yeon-Man JEONG Tae-Ho KWON Deok-Hyun CHO

Chairman: Jang-Geun OH 
Kang-Hyun CHO Yong-Sik KIM Hyo Hye Mi LEE
Bong-Ho HAN Daehyun KIM Kyung-Hwan OH
Hye-Soon KANG Dongwook KO Koo-Kyoon OH

Scientific Program Ho-Jeong KANG Woo-Seok KONG Sang-Gyu PARK
Sinkyu Kang Eun-Ju LEE Jae-Kuk SHIM
Jae-Geun KIM In-Sook LEE Yo-Whan SON
Seong-Deog KIM Jae-Seok LEE Jong-Suk SONG
Kee-Dae KIM Hyun-Woo LEE

Chairman: Do-Soon CHO
Hee-Young  CHAE Ha-Song KIM Youl-Kyong LEE
Gab-Cheul CHOO Hui KIM Jong-Hwan LIM
Yeonsook CHOUNG Chang-Hwan KIM Dong-Ok LIM

Excursions Heung-Lak CHOUNG Moon-Hong KIM Byeong-Mi MIN
Seung-Hoon CHUN Choon-Sig KIM Chan-Ryul PARK
Chul-Hwan CHUNG Young-Sun KIM Sae-Han RYOU
Dong-Uk HAN Jeom-Sook LEE Hyo-Sik YANG
Jin-O HYUN Kyu Song LEE Keum-Chul YANG
Jong-Wook KIM Nam-Joo LEE

Jae-Eun KIM (Secretary General)
Secretary Office Hyeon-Ho MYEONG, Jeong-Won PARK (Vice-Secretary General)

Kyung-A LEE (Treasurer), In-Kyung CHO (Vice Treasurer)

Organizing Committee of IAVS 2012
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Detailed committee member list will be updated via the official website (www.iavs2012.org).

The 55th Symposium of the

International Association for Vegetation Science

Secretariat 
20Fl. Koosan Tower 3250 Bangbae 2- dong, Seocho-gu, Seoul, 137-967, KOREA
E-mail: secretariat@iavs2012.org / Tel: +82-2-6288-6316 / Fax: +82-2-6288-6399
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Contact Information

International Coordination Committee

Alicia ACOSTA (Italy) Meelis PÄRTEL (Estonia)
Alessandro CHIARUCCI (Italy) Robert PEET (USA)
Milan CHYTRÝ (Czech Republic) Valério PILLAR (Brazil)
Martin DIEKMANN (Germany) Joop SCHAMINÉE (Netherlands)
Jason FRIDLEY (USA) Otto WILDI (Switzerland)
Javier LOIDI (Spain) J. Bastow WILSON (New Zealand)
Ladislav MUCINA (Australia) Susan WISER (New Zealand)
Michael PALMER (USA) Martin ZOBEL (Estonia)

Scientific Advisory Board of IAVS




